FSL PP 3.1
 Site Risk Assessment   
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	Activity: variety of Forest School Activities – See lesson plans  
	
	Date

	On-going 

	Location: Henley Green Primary School – Forest School 

	
	School / Visiting Group
	Children ranging in age from 5-11 Yrs old

	Responsible staff: Lisa Windmill (FS Lead)  
Tommy Sheridan (SSO ) Lucy Holt (FS Lead – training)
	
	Possible Visitors to site
	Governors / parents 

	Risk Assessment written by Lisa Windmill
Position Forest School Leader 
Signature

	
	Risk Assessment Checked/Approved by
	Lisa Windmill
Lucy Holt

Rebecca Bond

	Person (s) responsible on site for 1st Aid.
Lisa Windmill,
Tommy Sheridan 
	Cert. type
	LW -   First Aid at work
Outdoor first aid/paediatric first aid

TS – First Aid at work 


	Date of Cert.
	TS -  Exp: 18/06/24
LW – Exp 11/05/2024
          Exp – 14/06/25




Generic hazards on site

	The Hazard
	Who could be harmed?
	How could they be harmed?
	Level of risk (with no control measures in place)

High Medium Low
	Control
	Who will carry out control measure and when (before or during activity)?


	Level of risk (with control measures in place)

High Medium Low

	Uneven ground 
	All 
	Trip/slip fall 
	M
	Children to walk – look ahead 
	FSL 
	L

	Hawthorn hedgerow
	All 
	Scratch part of body / eye 
	M
	Tell children to avoid hawthorn – ground maintenance to prune hedgerow to stop becoming overgrown. 
	FSL / SSO 
	L

	Low level branches 
	All 
	Hit head / eye 
	M 
	Look at the route walking. Make children aware of where these branches are. 
	FSL 
	L

	Logs / tree stumps 
	All 
	Trip / fall 
	M
	Tree stump pile to be flat on the ground. If stacked no higher than two and to be sturdy – regularly checked. 
Children told / shown how to walk carefully on these.

Walk / no running in FS to avoid tripping on logs. 
	FSL
	L

	Nettles 
	All 
	Sting/ reaction 
	L
	Know children who could have an issue / first aid kit. 
	FSL 
	L

	Contact with animal faeces  
	All 
	Skin reaction / irritation / consumed / get in eyes
	M 
	Site to be checked prior to FS session - any sign of faeces to be removed prior to the session. Children told what to do if they come across any faeces – do not touch / consume. 
	FSL / SSO 
	L 

	Boundaries 
	All
	Escapees 
	L
	Children informed of the boundary at the start of each session ensuring they stay within area. Adults to keep a head count and visual of children. 
	FSL
	L

	Ingestion of berries 
	All
	Sickness / nausea / reaction 
	M 
	Site to be checked prior to sessions. All berries to be identified within Forest School to recognize the risk / toxicity. Children to know not to consume anything unless FSL has said to. 
	FSL 
	L

	Weather 
	All
	Extreme cold/ sun / wind / rain
	M
	Children to wear appropriate clothing dependent on the weather e.g. warm clothes for cold – fleece, hat, gloves, long sleeves and long trousers. Extreme heat – stay in shade, appropriate clothing and keep hydrated. 

FSL to assess weather prior to taking groups out and make decisions accordingly. 

In extreme wind / thunder & lightning not to be taken out. 
	FSL
	L

	Sharp pointed tools
	All
	Misuse (Accessing without permission)
	M
	All tools to be locked away appropriately in FS shed prior to lessons. Tools to be carried to and from FS area by FSL and kept in tool bag when in FS area and accessed only by FSL. Follow tool handling policy.
	FSL
	L

	Outside Classroom
	All
	Misuse, not maintained properly.
	M
	FSL to check classroom prior to use for foreign objects/ broken seating and other potential hazards. Make children aware of dangers (climbing/standing on and out of open side areas) overseen by SSO as part of site safety checks.
	FSL/ SSO
	L


Site specific activity risk assessment 

	Consider the benefits

	Activity:

	1. What is the activity and what does it involve?
	2. What are the benefits of enabling this activity to take place?
	3. What specific hazards have been identified from carrying out this activity? 

	All activities that have been planned for in Forest School can involve one or more than one of these tools: 

 making wood cookies 
· Bow sawing 

· Drilling – palm drill / gimlet

· String 

· Scissors 

· Pens

· Logs 
Whittling wood 
· Whittling knife 

Making elder beads

· Loppers 

· Gimlets

Making ‘supertato’

· Palm drill 

Crafting  Activities
String 
Stickers

Paint

Pipe cleaners

PVA glue

feathers
Activities not involving tools: 

Scavenger hunts
Leaf threading 

Bug hunting

Foraging

Collecting sticks

Making mini-dens

· Ropes

· Logs/branches
· tarpaulin
Leaf and bark rubbing

Twig boats

	New experience; communication; skill development; self-esteem; resilience; teamwork; problem solving; curriculum links; developing new knowledge and speaking / listening skills. 
New experience; communication; skill development; self-esteem; resilience; team-work; problem solving; curriculum links; developing new knowledge and speaking / listening skills. 

Natural materials are an essential part of forest school crafts and free/role play.

Fine motor development, teamwork, independent work, resilience, perseverance, using ropes for a purpose, gross motor skills, Purposeful, Shelter
Fine motor development, teamwork and independent work, creativity.

Using natural materials for purpose, crafting, knot tying, perseverance, independent and teamwork
	Cuts; wound; loss of finger/ injury to finger / body part.
Strangulation.

Strangulation, Allergies and reactions
Slips, trips or falls. 

Sticks going into eye 

Scratches, bruises, bumps, stick going into eye.

Trip/fall, strangulation, rope burn

Being hit by a long/branch or dropping on a limb
Suffocation 

Cuts or scratches from knobbly bark, insect bites

Cuts or scratches from twigs

Drowning-water

Strangulation - string

	The Hazard
	Who could be harmed?
	How could they be harmed?
	Level of risk (with no control measures in place)

High  Medium Low
	Control
	Who will carry out control measure and when (before or during activity)?


	Level of risk (with control measures in place)

High Medium Low

	Bow Saw 

	All 
	Cut fingers/ body 
	M
	Safety talk; blade guards; demonstration / modelling use; gloves to be worn; supervision ratio high. 
	FSL before and during
	L

	Scavenger hunt / collecting natural materials – uneven ground 
	All 
	Trips / slips/ bang head 
	M 
	Safety talk; boundary limits; check site prior to use. 
	FSL 
	L 

	Whittling with a whittling knife 
	All 
	Cut to fingers/ body 
	M
	Safety talk; blade guards; demonstrating / modelling use; gloves to be worn; supervision high ratio
	FSL 
	L 

	Palm drilling / gimlet 
	All 
	Cut to fingers / body 
	M
	Safety talk; demonstrating / modelling use; gloves to be worn; supervision high ratio
	FSL 
	L 

	Willow 
	All 
	Flicking into someone’s eye as flexible 
	M 
	Children to be told how to use willow safely and when working with it how to carry and manipulate to avoid accident. 
	FSL 
	L 

	Scavenger Hunt 
	All 
	Picking up something poisonous / harmful 
	M
	FSL to check site prior to hunt for any potential risks or dangers removing any rubbish or debris. Inform children of any areas not allowed to go or plants to avoid. 
	FSL 
	L

	Insect Bites 
	All
	Bite or sting
	M
	check area for nests, avoid contact, first aider always on site, seek medical aid (999) if anaphylactic shock or adder bite are present.
	FSL
	L

	Use of Mud 
	All
	Getting in eyes/nose/mouth
contamination
	M
	Share risks with children – not be consumed / thrown / flicked etc. 
Children to wash hands after FS session.
	FSL
	L

	Eating and Drinking
	All
	Reaction / intolerance 

Choking 
	M
	Inform all children and adults to look only, no touching or eating of anything whilst in Forest School unless told by FS it is ok. 

FSL to check if any children have any allergies / food intolerances prior to sessions if making food in FS site. 

First Aider on site at all times in event of choking. 
	FSL
	L

	Drinking Hot Chocolate 
	All
	Burn / scald 
	M
	Water to be taken to FS in lockable urns. Adults to only use urns and fill up cups (with handles). Children are to be seated when drinking hot chocolate. Cups to not be filled to the top to avoid spilling. 
	FSL 
	L

	String / rope 
	All
	Strangulation / rope burn 
	L
	String to be given to children by adult and supervised at all times. Check quality of rope and string. First Aider on Site at all times. 
	FSL
	L

	Scissors 
	All
	Piercing body part / cut 
	M
	When using children to be sitting down / standing still. Hold them correctly by the closed blade if walking with them (as expected in school) Checked regularly by staff.
	FSL
	L

	Leaf Threading
	All
	Poke in eye, piece skin
	M
	Children to be told how to thread safely. Ensure children are not walking around with stick pointing upwards towards face. 
	FSL
	L

	Camp Fire
	All
	Burn, smoke inhalation 
	M
	(See campfire policy and procedure in handbook for safe lighting and supervision). Children to be 1-.2 metres away from fire with log boundary. Moved out of direction of smoke. Not lit on windy days.  Water available at all times. First Aider available at all times. 
	FSL 
	L

	Camp Fire Cooking
	All
	Burn, smoke inhalation
	M
	Children 1:1 with FSL both wearing Fire gloves. FSL demonstrate how to hold utensils and cook on the campfire.
	FSL
	L

	Collecting sticks
	All
	Bumps, scratches, bruises, Poke in eye
	M
	Safety talk on how to carry sticks. FSL to intervene if children are using or carrying sticks inappropriately.
	FSL during 
	L

	Mini-dens
	All
	Trip/fall, strangulation, rope burn,

being hit by a long/branch or dropping on a limb, Suffocation from tarpaulin
	M
	Rope/string to be given to children by adult and supervised at all times. Check quality of rope and string. 

Safety talk about how to carry logs and branches longer than hand to elbow by dragging behind and how to use tarps correctly.

Check weather suitable for tarp use beforehand. Regular head count

First Aider on Site at all times.
	FSL before and during
	L

	Leaf and bark rubbing


	All
	Cuts or scratches from knobbly bark, insect bites
	M
	FSL check sites of rubbings for hazards beforehand.
FSL be aware of any allergies/medication for insect bites.

First Aider on site at all times
	FSL before and during
	L

	Twig boats
	All
	Cuts or scratches from twigs

Strangulation -string

Drowning - water
	M

H

H
	FSL to model correct use of stick collecting and ensure children follow rules throughout.

String to be given to children by adult and supervised at all times. Check quality of rope and string.

Water never left unattended by an adult. Boats floated under adult supervision at all times. Water disposed of before leaving site.

First Aider on site at all times
	FSL before and during
	L

L

L


Low Risk (Something which may result in minor damage or slight harm i.e. scratch or bruise)

Medium Risk (Something which may result in a significant loss/damage or major injury i.e. broken bone or other injury which results in person being taken to hospital for treatment)  

High risk (something which may result in extensive damage, multiple or major injuries or death.)

Completed: July 2021 

Amended and updated: September 2023

Review date: September 2024 (unless reviewing is needed sooner due to accident / near miss) 

Daily / sessional safety check record

	Date
	Comments / additions to safety information given to group
	Controls
	Signed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Daily / sessional safety check record

	Date
	Comments / additions to safety information given to group
	Controls
	Signed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Daily / sessional safety check record

	Date
	Comments / additions to safety information given to group
	Controls
	Signed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Location of Site: 


Henley Green Primary School – Forest School Site (within school boundary) 








Emergency Telephone Numbers 





School: 02476613163


L. Windmill 


L. Holt 


T. Sheridan 








