
Number 

Games are very 
good for number 

skills but also  
thinking logically 
and strategically, 

which helps to build up 
children’s problem solving 

skills.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Use numbers that are all around 
us to think about patterns and 

properties. Is the number odd or 
even? Is the number prime? A 

square number? Can you think of 
a factor of that number? What 
would … more be? What is … 

less?  

 
 

Sales shopping! 
What will an item cost if it 

is… 
Half price? 

A quarter off? 
Save 10%? 

 

Ideas for supporting Maths at home for Years 3 to 6 

As children get older, they 
need to know the value of 
digits in larger numbers, 
initially into thousands 

and then millions.  
 

They can practise these 
by reading house prices, 

thinking about music 
sales and other everyday 

situations.   
 

Children in the juniors need to be able to read Roman 
Numerals. They could practise this by reading from 
clocks with Roman Numerals 

and reading dates at the end of 
films and TV shows.  

 

Times Tables! 
 

It is really important children learn their times tables off by 
heart.  

 
By Year 4, children are expected to know their times tables 

and division facts up to 12 x 12.  
 

They then need to be able to extend these, for example: 
4 x 6 = 24, 40 x 6 = 240, 0.4 x 6 = 2.4 etc.  

 
There are lots of ways to practise these—chanting them, 

songs, online games, apps, workbooks, posters and so on. 

 
 
 
 
 

When shopping, children can 
work out total costs, the cost of 

multiple items and change.  

Children could develop their 
money skills 
by thinking 

about 
budgeting.  

 
How much 
will it cost 

to go on holiday? Take a trip 
to Alton Towers? Pay for the 

weekly shopping?  



Time 

Make sure your child has access 
to analogue clocks. They can 

then develop their 
independence in managing their 

time throughout the day.  

Children can use 
calendars and diaries 
to plan out events, 
helping to know the 

days of the week and 
months of the year. 
They can also work out how many days 
until an event. How many hours is this? 

Use the TV to get children talking about 
time.  

What time does their favourite 
programme start? How far away is that? 
How long is the programme? How much 

time have you spent watching television today? 

Children in the juniors 
need to read times on 
clocks that use Roman 

Numerals.  

Older children can begin to 
use timetables to work out 

which train to catch or 
when the bus will get to 
where you are going.  

 
 

They 
can work out time intervals, 
for example, how long will it 

take to get from … to …? 

Telling the time is a life skill. 
From year 3, children are expected to read times in 12 hour and 24 hour 
notation from analogue and digital clocks and also clocks using Roman 

Numerals.  
Older children will calculate time intervals, solve problems using time, read 

timetables and convert between units of time.  

Measure Children 
can help 
with map 

reading on 
journeys. 

They can use their 
knowledge of directions as 
well as distances travelled.  

There are lots of everyday tasks 
involving maths and measures that 

your children can help with. 
When doing DIY, they 

could help measure lengths and work 
out whether materials and furniture are 

the right sizes.  
They could help plan the cost of trips or holidays 
and think about how much petrol is needed and 

the cost.  
Children can 

identify 
shapes and 

their 
properties in all sorts of 
everyday items. Can you 

find a right angle? 
Obtuse angle? 
Lines that are 

parallel? 

Children can use maths when 
making models. What shapes 
have you used? How tall is it? 
Can you measure the right size 
for…? How many faces does 

this shape have? Are there any 
right angles in your model? 

Shape 

Children can convert recipes for different 
numbers of people using their 

understanding of ratio. They can convert 
different units of measure, including using 

imperial units (such as 
pounds and ounces). They 
can have experience in the 

kitchen of reading scales and 
measuring accurately.  

Using items from the kitchen 
cupboard, children can order 

them in all sorts of ways; 
estimating the mass, ordering 

by capacity or by heights. 


