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How is writing assessed?

 Assessment grids by teachers each term until the end of Y6 based on the 

national curriculum. Greater Depth, Expected, Below, Other Year Group

 End of Year 6 use TAFs (Teacher Assessment Frameworks) and match children’s 

writing to the best descriptors: Pre-Key Stage,  Working Towards, Working At, 

Working At Greater Depth. Children have to display each of the strands within 

these descriptors across several pieces of writing- not all have to be seen in 

each piece but across the sample there needs to be enough evidence. 

 Sometimes children’s writing and teacher assessments using the above can be 

moderated. This means the grades and work are checked by external teachers 

not linked to the school to ensure we are not bas and it is accurate 

judgement . 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_English_220714.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf


Handwriting 
 Children learn to form and shape letters in reception and Year 1. 

 By the end of Year 3, children are expected to join their letters in all of their 

writing using horizontal strokes and need to know which letters not to join 

including capitals. The letters need to be formed in the correct direction and the 

correct height. 

 Year 4 children need to make choices about relative sizing and spacing – ascenders 

and descenders taller than other letters, not meeting between lines

 In years 5 and 6 they are expected to choose the appropriate tool and to think 

about choosing between different shapes of letters- x, z 



https://teachhandwritin

g.co.uk/route-d-letter-

choice-4-ks2.html

https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/route-d-letter-choice-4-ks2.html


Spelling 

 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a
ttachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf

 Each year group has set spelling rules to learn as well as a list of words. 

 These are grouped together – Years 3 & 4 have one list and 5 & 6 another. 

 Most spelling rules involve prefixes and suffixes to change the meaning of words. 

 KS1 is based in phonics so try to think about this when children get older as it is 
useful knowledge that should not be wasted. 

 Think about spelling in terms of sounds and the different ways these can be 
spelt and find words that link to this so children pick up patterns and when 
trying to spell a word can think of similar words and how the sounds are spelt in 
these to predict how to spell an unknown word. 

 How to help at home

 Spelling pyramids

 Look cover say write check correct

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf


Words that are not spelt 

how they sound. 

Tricky spellings and 

exceptions to rules!



Audience & Purpose

 Children need to show that they can write many different types of 

writing

 They need to show considered choices of the words, punctuation and 

grammar according to what the writing is for and who it is for. 

 When writing is more or less formal we describe this as using a 

specific register

 A letter to a local MP and a postcard to a friend from a holiday would 

have very different registers!

 Showing evidence of using a range of registers, words, punctuation 

and grammar deliberately according to what they are writing is 

particularly important in Years 5 and 6

 Children write a range of different genres, audiences and purposes 

each term in each year group. 



Punctuation & Grammar

 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-

_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


Year 3

Determiners- a or an?

Speech punctuation 

Present perfect tense

Paragraphs 



Year 4

Fronted Adverbials

Speech punctuation 

Plural possessive ‘s’/ possession vs plural



Year 5

Parenthesis

Relative clauses

Modal verbs



Year 6

Passive and active 

Register- subjunctive form

Colons and semi colons 
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